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Treviranus was still under forty. They called the ministry the
"Front Line Cabinet/' and the paragraphists dubbed them "the
Three Musketeers"—a little cruelly., for there was no d'Artagnan;
with the most Christian and credulous charity it is impossible
to see Schleicher just in that role. But three "front line" men
were a novelty which appealed to the public sentimentalisni and
a novelty which rather curtailed the extreme liberty of criticism
which the ex-service men's organizations had been permitting
themselves. The revolt of Schiele seriously embarrassed Hugen-
berg, not only because there was a section in the party who
approved the former's action, though they were not yet prepared
to leave the party3 but because Schiele was a most notable defen-
dant of agrarian interests who was credited with having worked
out a comprehensive scheme to help the farmer. His appointment
would certainly for the moment attract support not merely from
the revolted agrarian parties but from wide circles of the official
party.
To have put Hugenberg in so difficult a position was a clever
piece of tactics., for on the votes of the official Nationalists the
cabinet's fate would depend, and it had been made extraordinarily
difficult for Hugenberg to vote against it until at least it had been
proved a failure. To the political critic the composition of the
cabinet meant one thing in particular, that the right wing of the
Centrists had had its way and that the united party had broken
definitely with the Socialists, at least so far as the government
of the Reich was concerned. By including at once a politician
with Left tendencies like Wirth and another so far to the Right
as Schiele it implied the formation of a great new bourgeois bloc
which might aspire, if it liked, to be the basis of the great podddle-
class party of which Stresemann had dreamed and even of his
party of the younger generation. Its new leaders were indeed
unknown to the people, but they were at least not yet party
automata^ and if the spectacle of youth at the helm was a pleasing
one, the new coalition of parties suggested an appearance of unity
which in the present lack of unity on Right and Left might from
appearance become reality. On both Right and Left there was
the most formal disunity. There was no hope of reconciliation

